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he has failed before, he approaches new problems with
anxiety and a feeling of insufficiency. He is afraid he will
not pass the test or win the approval of the group. He may
become irritable, extremely sensitive to criticism, and laugh
or cry over nothing. He may try to get satisfaction in other
ways than by success in his work. Daydreaming, in which
he pictures himself successful and popular, lording it over
smaller and weaker children, or being very egotistical or very
humble are ways in which a child may try to compensate for
his lack of actual objective achievement. He is lacking in
equanimity with which to bear any thwarting of desire, and
responds to difficult situations as a very young child might,
rather than as a child of his age should. Any or all of these
symptoms may be observed in nervous children.
Individual Differences. — Even cats show individual differ-
ences in their reactions to difficulty. Thorndike 7 observed
that some cats struggled with extraordinary vigor to escape
from confinement while some do not "struggle so vigorously
or get so excited as the rest." On some occasions these more
emotionally stable cats did not struggle at all. Great differ-
ences may be observed in the response of young children to
failure. In Marston's 8 experimental situation of the duck
hunt in which the child made a choice between two boxes,
one empty and one containing a toy duck, some children
responded promptly to each presentation of the pair of
boxes, "showing no hesitancy or perplexity even after con-
secutive failures/' Other children sought to "escape the
discomfort of indecision and the disappointment of failure
by turning to other activities." One girl after three suc-
cessive failures said, "I think it's time I must play now," and
at the next failure, "I think it's time to go to school now."
Individual children's attitudes toward failure may be ob-
served in their everyday home and school activities. There
are great individual differences in this respect not only be-
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